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MR. CUNDARI: Today is October 11th, 
2001. The time is 12:10 hours. This is 


George Cundari with Murray Murad, Fire 


Department of the City of New York. I'm 
conducting an interview with the following 
individual. 

Please state your name, rank, title and 


assigned command. 


FIREFIGHTER MYERS: My name is Alfred 


Myers, Sr., a first grade fireman. I'm in 


Engine 39. 


MR. CUNDARI: Of the Fire Department of 


the City of New York. We're at Engine 39. 


This interview is in regards to the events 


of September 11th, 2001. 


Q. Arthur, can you tell us what happened 


that day from your perspective? 


A. That morning I was at the watch and I 
got someone to relieve me. I went upstairs to 
take a shave and change my shirt. While I was 


going to shave, Jimmy Long came running past me. 


I said, "What's the matter?" He said, "A plane 


just hit the World Trade Center. It's on Channel 


5." 


Him and I both went and turned the TV 


on. We saw where the plane hit. At that time we 
said we're a high-rise unit, I know we're getting 
ready to go. So I changed my shirt. Sure enough 
it came in as a second alarm, and we were 
responding. 39 responded at that time. 

Being that I'm the chauffeur, I went to 
the rig, started the rig up, hit the bells, got 


the guys ready, and we took off to go down there. 


En route down there, it went straight to a fifth 
alarm. It didn't go -- normally they say, "In 
the borough of Manhattan, a third alarm has been 


transmitted or fourth alarm." They didn't do 


that. It went from a second straight to the 


fifth alarm. 


I took Second Avenue down to Houston 


Street, went across Houston over to West Street, 


with which we turned. By the time I got to 


Houston, it went to a second fifth alarm. That's 
when the second plane hit. 
We proceeded down there -- 
Q. Did you hear the second plane hit? 


A. We heard the second plane hit from the 


radio transmit. I didn't see, but we heard it. 


QO. You heard it, the bang? 
A. The bang. Then it went straight toa 
second faith alarm. It didn't go second, third, 


fourth, fifth. They just skipped all that and 


went straight to a fifth. I said, a second fifth 


alarm? Both towers are hit now. 


I got over to West Street. I was at 
Houston and West Street. When I turned onto West 
Street, I said, "Oh, shit, look at this." Both 


buildings were fully involved. A big blast of 
fire was just blowing out windows. 


We proceeded down West Street down to 


the towers. High-rise is following rig. Like I 
said, we're a high-rise unit. They follow us in, 


driven by Jeff Coniglio. When I got there, they 


told us pull up right behind 3 Engine, which is 


what I did. High-rise pulled up right beside me 


but right across from me. 


At that time the guys got out. They 
started donning masks and everything. I was 
telling them, "Be careful. Put your gloves on, 
put your hood on, turn your oxygen on and just be 


careful." 


Q. What was that location you parked? 


A. We parked right on West Street, right 


up from the north tower. I was further away from 


the north tower, a block from it. 


Q. So you were past Vesey. 

A. Past Vesey. 

Q. Past the pedestrian overpass. 

A. Past Vesey but right in this section 
here because this is the north tower here, I can 


see the front entrance to the north tower. So I 
must be somewhere down in here. 


Now the guys are gone. I'm looking. I 


see what I just couldn't believe. I thought it 


was a big doll baby, but these were burnt people 


falling. Right after that then you see live 


q 


people jumping. This is the first time I've ever 


seen people jump like this in my whole career. 
QO. 20 years. 


A. In 20 years, this is the first time 


I've ever witnessed this, and it was just blowing 


my mind. 


The chauffeur from 3 Engine, he was 
telling me, listen, don't look, just don't -- I 


said, “How can I not look? I've never seen this 


before." Just any time you thought that would be 


it, then you'd see more waves of people coming. 


It was like raining people. You could hear when 


they hit the ground, bang, bang, and the body 


parts just dismantling all over the place. 


At that time it just got to me. I 


turned around to look away from it, and I'm 


saying to myself these are people. Man, there 
are people dying here. I couldn't believe what I 
was seeing. 


When I turned around, someone -- they 


said the chief ordered them to move 39 Engine, my 
rig wasn't there. I said, "Where the hell is 
39?" It's like somebody stealing your car. What 
they did was they took our rig and put it right 


in front of the north tower. 


I said, "Wait a minute. They're full 
of shit. They're not going to leave the rig 
there." Now you see the bodies just falling 
down. 

So at that time a proby came over to 
me. He said, "Look, I'ma proby. I'm off duty. 
I want to help." I said, "Whatever you do, don't 


go in that building. You're off duty. If 


something happens to you, they won't pay your 


family nothing. You just stay with me. Whatever 


you do, don't go in the building," because at 
that point debris was coming down plus the 
bodies. 

Rigs are coming in. Guys are on top of 


the rigs just going full blast into this. Now, 


him and I ran over. I get the rig. The chief 
orders me to hook up to the Siamese. I said, 


"Bullshit. I'm not hooking up here. Some of 
the guys get in the rig, which he did. I got in 


the rig. The chief was telling me, "Hook up to 


the Siamese. Leave this rig here." I said, 
"Bullshit. Get out of the way." 

QO. Where was this Siamese? 

A. The Siamese right -- this is the front 


of the north tower? Right by the entrance, right 


to the right of the entrance before you go in. 


The Siamese was right there. 
Q. That's where your truck is right now, 


right in front of the tower? 


A. Yeah, somebody had brought the truck 
over there. Originally we were over this way. 
Q. You were more north? 


A. More north, away from it. 


Q. By the pedestrian bridge? 
A. Away from it, yes. 

Q. The pedestrian bridge? 

A. Exactly. 


But me they brought our rig right in 
front of the building. I said, "Bullshit." 
We're not going to" -- 


(Interruption. ) 


A. So the chief was telling me, "Leave 
this rig here and supply this." 


(Interruption. ) 


A. I was in the rig. The chief was 


ordering me to hook up to the Siamese. I said, 


"Bullshit. I'm getting out of here." He kept 


ordering me. I pulled out and put our rig right 


back where it was originally. 

At that time getting out of the rig -- 
I told the proby, "You stay here. Don't go over 
there." Now there's more people jumping, more 
chaos. But you start hearing this cracking noise 
and thundering noise. 

At that time I witnessed Mayor Giuliani 
and his entourage coming down. 


QO. From the south end? 


A. No, from this end over here, coming 
down. 

Q. They were coming down West Side 
Highway? 

A. West Side Highway. 

QO. South? 

A. He gets out of his car. There's about 


ten of them. They're right where my rig is. 
At that time you hear all this 
crackling and thundering noise. We look up, and 


you see the first building, the south tower, 


coming down. I said, "Oh, shit. It's falling." 


At that time, Giuliani, his crew and 


myself, we were running. We were running neck 


and neck out of there. I just ran as far north 
as I could, looking back, seeing a massive cloud 


of smoke and debris just coming my way. I went 


to one or another street, ran up to that street. 


Went to another street, ran up that -- I just 


kept running. 
At this time I ran over to where the 
water was. 
Q. Was proby with you, the one that was in 


the truck? 


A. No, he wasn't with me. I don't know 


what happened to him. At that point I just ran. 


He may have started with me and we got lost in 


the run. I don't know what happened to him. But 
I just ran. We all just ran. I just started 
running until I got over to where the water was. 
I said, well, if push comes to shove, I'll just 


go into the water. 


Q. So you ran north and then you ran west? 
A. Right, because you're running back this 
way and zigzagging to where -- this must be the 
water here. All the way over here. 
QO. You went to Vesey and North End Street? 
A. Right, right. I remember Vesey. 
And there was a school here right by 


the water, and they were saying that they had a 


report of a gas leak, some sort of gas leak and 


to get out of there, evacuate. So I had to run 
again back over this way. 

Now I'm saying to myself, my guys are 
in there. So I'm on the radio, "39 chauffeur to 
39, 39," calling the officer. 


QO. Channel 1 you were on? 


A. Channel 1. I get no response, no 


response at all. But I'm hearing radio contacts. 


I'm hearing maydays. But he's not responding to 


me. I said, "Oh, shit. The good guys in that 


building, they're dead." That's the only thing I 


could say, these guys are dead. 

I said let me get closer. Now I'm 
working my way back to where my rig is, and I'm 
on the radio calling, "39 chauffeur to 39. 39 
chauffeur to 39 control." Then it got to the 


point I said, "39 chauffeur to 39 anybody. 


Anybody 39 respond, respond. Let me hear from 
you." No one is saying anything. 
I'm walking back to the rig. Say my 


rig is right here, in this area here. When I get 
about within a block range of it, now you hear 


this cracking again, this thunder again. You 


know from the first one, hey, this thing is 
coming down. 

You look up,and now it's coming and 
coming at a rapid -- it's just falling. Now I 
start running again, but this time, being that 
I'm closer to the north tower, it's coming down 
with such a force. Debris and everything is 


coming. 


There's another fireman to the right of 


me. Him and I are running. I'm right by PS 89. 
I remember the school, PS 89. There was a cop 
waving us in, "Come on in here. Come on in 
here." I'm saying to myself I'm not going to 
make it because I have on my full gear. I have 
full gear on. I seen this wave coming, I'm 


heading this way, and it's coming like a tidal 


wave just coming. I said, shit, I'm not going to 
make this. 

There are a couple police cars anda 
police emergency van, and I just said, "Please, 


God, let this door be open." When I pulled the 


door, it opened. I looked like George jumping in 
the air and closing the door behind me. When I 
closed this door, it gets covered. It just 


covers it. 


QO. The dust cloud? 

A. The dust cloud. It got so black -- 

Q. You're still on the West Side Highway; 
right? 

A. Still on the West Side Highway. 

Q. North of the pedestrian bridge, by 


Murray, you think? 


A. Wherever PS 89 is. I was right 
alongside PS 89, that street. That may be 


somewhere in this vicinity right here. 


Q. Vesey? 
A. Vesey. Wherever the school is. The 


school was PS 89. The police vehicles were lined 


up along there. 
It got so black, I'm saying, either two 
things, either I'm dead or it's the end of the 


world. I've never seen it that black in my 


whole -- I'm 51 years old. I've never seen it 


that black in my whole life. I'm saying, well, I 
don't think I'm dead. 


Now I'm worried about being able to 


breathe. I was okay inside. I was able to 
breathe. There was no debris coming in or 
anything. 


QO. You heard all that stuff hitting the 
truck? 

A. It was just like a [sound] and it just 
covered. 


At that time maybe about 15, 20 minutes 
or so, I hear the police, "Hey, is anybody in 


there?" "I'm in here. I'm in here." They 


started working the doors and pushed and got the 


door open, and I got out. They said, "Are you 


all right?" 
Q. You were trapped inside the ESU truck? 
A. The ESU truck. 
QO. You couldn't get out? 
A. I'm not going to say I couldn't get 


out, but they helped me get out. At the time I 


didn't really try to get out. I was just waiting 
to see if everything clears up. 


They came and said, "Is there anybody 


else you have in here?" They got the door open 
and got me out. At that time they said, "Are you 
all right? Do you want to go to the hospital or 
something? Do you want to get checked out?" I 


said, "No, I'm all right. 


I said, "But there was another fireman 
with me. How did he do?" They said, "Well, we 
don't know about the other guy. We don't think 


he made it." I got his helmet. He was from 1 


Engine, and his helmet was 845. 
Now I'm calling the guys. I'm frantic, 
panicking. I'm calling the guys, "39 chauffeur 


to 39, anybody." Now I know these guys are dead 


now, because the second one came down, the north 


tower. No one was responding. As usual the 


maydays were going all over the place. It was 
just major chaos. 
This goes on for about a couple hours. 


I'm walking around, just trying to find my guys, 


calling, calling, no one responding. I saw other 
guys looking for their guys. You hear major, 
major chaos, major maydays, everything. It's 


just a ball of confusion. 

About two hours go by. I ran into John 
Drumm, who was in the engine that day. I said, 
"Drumm, where's" -- I'm hugging him. I said, 
"Where are the guys? What happened? Where are 
the guys? Where are the guys?" He said, "Man, 


they were behind me." I said, "There's nobody 


here but you." He said, "Well, those guys were 
behind me. I don't think they made it." I said, 
"Oh, man." 

He wanted to go back in. I said, "No, 
you stay out here. You stay out here with me." 
So him and I walked, and we ran into a member of 
16. 


QO. What was that person's name? 


A. Then I ran into Rattazzi from Ladder 
16, from 16 Truck. I said, "Rattazzi, where are 
the guys at?" He said, "I don't know where the 
guys are at." He got separated from his guys. 
So the three of us together -- he was 
suffering with eye injuries. So we made it away 
from -- we walked up from it, and some EMS guys 


came over and washed his eyes out and they washed 
mine out, the same with Drumm. 

Drumm kept insisting on going back 
over. "Can I look for the guys?" I said, "No, 


you're not going to look for the guys. Let's go 


over here and get ourselves together." He was 
all dirty, the debris and everything on him. 
We called on the radio. Now Drumm has 


a radio also. He mentioned that some guys were 


on Channel 7. I said, "All right. I'll keep it 
on 1. You turn to 7. Let's call, see if we can 
hear something." To no avail. 

Then they said some guys were on 
Channel 3. So we switched it from 7 to 3. I 
stayed on 1, and he switched from 3 to 7 or vice 
versa. Anyhow, now it's like five hours go by, 


and I just accepted the fact that these guys are 


gone. That's just my account on it. 
I ran into Joe Graziano from 13 Truck. 


He's looking for his guys. I run into Lieutenant 


Jones from 7 Truck, and he's looking for his 
guys. I said, well, let me just walk back down 
there. 


I'm where the chief ordered 6 Truck to 


go after 39, looking for 39, go after them. I 


said, good, let me stay with 6 Truck and see if I 
find them maybe I'll hear something. I made it 
back down there. "6 Truck," I'm calling, "6 
Truck." They're not responding back to me. 
Finally one of the officers from 6 
Truck responds back to me, "Did you see anybody 
from 39? Negative. I haven't seen anyone yet." 


About maybe a half an hour this is going on. Now 


his unit is told to come out of there. 


So I'm calling him. He doesn't 
respond. But the officer from 16 Truck, 
Lieutenant Williams -- he said, "Arthur" -—- I 
said, "Lou, anybody from 39? Did anybody see 
anybody from 397" No one knew. As soon as we 
hear something, we'll get back to you. 


Now I see Chief Schildhorn from the 


10th Battalion. I go over there. "Chief, any 
word on 39?" He said, "No, Arthur, no word." 
"Did you hear from anybody? Did any of the guys 


call?" He said, "No, we haven't heard anything." 


All right. Now I'm just saying these guys are 
dead. We all came down together. I'm crying. 


The sweetest voice that ever came in my 


life I heard, Jeff Coniglio and Jimmy 


Efthimiades. I hear, "Arthur. Arthur." I'm 


looking at these guys in amazement. They're all 
covered up and everything. I said, "Get over 
here, you mother fuckers." I was running over, 


and the three of us were standing right by the 


command post hugging and crying. I was just so 
glad to see these guys. 

Right behind them was Jimmy Bacon. He 
was right behind. I said, "Get over here, man. 
How are you feeling? Didn't you fucking hear me 
calling you?" It was like seeing my own kids 
being lost and then I found them. 

We were just standing there crying. I 
said, "Where is McGlynn, man? Where is McGlynn, 


the officer? Where is Lieutenant McGlynn?" They 


said, "He's inside helping with the evacuation." 


I said, "What the fuck are you doing in there, 
man?" 

So I called him on the radio. He 
didn't respond right away. I said, "I thought 


you said he was all right?" "No, Arthur, he's 


all right." I said, "You guys all right?" They 
were complaining about eye injuries. 


So we made it over where EMS was. They 


were telling everybody to go over that way, get 


away from the main body of debris. EMS guys took 


the post and everything. Jeffrey and Jimmy 


Efthimiades, they both went to the hospital. 

I said, "Look, I'm going to call and 
let the families know you guys are all right." 
What I did was I made it back to PS 89 and I 
called back here to the firehouse. I said, 


"Listen, there should be a captain there, 


Savarese. The lieutenant made captain, 


Savarese." I said, "Captain, listen, just let 
the guys' families know everybody from 39 is all 
right." 

I knew Lieutenant Williams from 16 
Truck was all right. I heard Oscar, who was the 


chauffeur from 16 Truck named Steve Wright, who 


was the roof man, if I'm not mistaken, and 


Rattazzi. Those guys I knew were all right. 


The other guys, Bobby Dana and Kenny 


Rogers, I didn't know if those guys were all 


right. So I didn't want to say, well, everybody 


from 16; I said everybody from 39 is all right. 


Let the family members know. 


At that point we made it back over 


to I left Jeffrey and Jimmy, and I came back 
over to some staging area they had by either 
Stuyvesant school -- one of the schools, and saw 
some of the other guys. 


They said, "Listen, go over there and 


tell them where you were at and give account of 
what happened," which is what I did. They were 
seeing who was accounted for. They said, "You 
have to write down your engine company and your 
name." They were trying to get who was still 
here. That's what I did. 


Then I saw the rest of my guys from 39, 


Lieutenant (inaudible). I said, "Where are the 
guys?" He said, "Over here." I said, "Where is 
Lieutenant McGlynn?" They said, "McGlynn is over 


there." 


So I just made it over there, got him, 
hugged him and everything. 


It was a hell of an experience. I 


never want to go through that again, never. 
Nothing I ever saw before in my life. Just 
seeing the people jumping was just in itself -- 


the tower coming down was one thing. Seeing 


these people jump to their death was so all by 
itself. 
That was it for me. We all came back. 


I came back with 16 Truck. 


QO. You were there until late that night? 
A. Late that night. We didn't leave out 
of there until around 8:00. We got there around 


9:30, 25 to 10. We left after the first plane 


hit. No later than 20 to 10, we were down there. 


As soon as I got up, we went down and over to 


Second Avenue and just shot straight down there. 
When I got over to Houston, I was on the ongoing 
side traffic. I said I've got to get over to the 
west side quick and down to the site. 

QO. I would like to thank you for 


participating in this interview, Arthur. 


MR. CUNDARI: This concludes the tape, 


and the time is 12:35. 
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